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perceive this nation. It begins by tracing the percentages of positive views of the United States using survey results
Underlying these short-term trends, however, are long-term factors that go into the construction of the United

generates other factors that predict these views, including general attitudes toward military hegemony, the spread

Abstract
This paper studies short-term and long-term factors that affected the image of the United States between the years

standing in the world, and in turn, in the practice of public diplomacy.

Deconstructing the United States’ International Image: Short-Term Effects of Leadership
level regression analyses, it discovers several factors that predict how positive ratings of the United States were
on an international level. The paper then discusses how the 2012 Presidential election results might affect the

recent years, in part because of variations in positive evaluations in global surveys of individual countries between
2000 and 2010. Figure 1 shows the percentage of positive opinions in various nations during this period. In each
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image. Using individual- and national-level analyses, it discovers several factors that predict how positive ratings
of the United States were on an international level. The paper then discusses how the 2012 presidential election
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short- and long-term factors. It concludes that the election may have some effect, but that the underlying longer84 Published by SURFACE, 2012
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Exchange: The Journal of Public Diplomacy, Vol. 3 [2012], Iss. 1, Art. 9

Table 1: Factors and Loadings for U.S. Image

Figure 1: Positive evaluations of the United States, by nation, 2000-2010

Deconstructing the United States’ International Image: Longer-Term Effects of General Factors
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of the values of democracy, business, technology, music, movies, television, and general customs. The military
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These results suggest that reactions to the United States combine perceptions of its position in the world and its
attitudes toward other countries, but not evaluations of its military hegemony. The more positively other nations
view these cultural aspects of the United States, the more positively they tend to view the United States.

administration, the military variable has little impact on the way the United States is perceived internationally.
Further, military hegemony is not related to cultural values about American customs, media, technology, or
business practices. Further analysis suggests that these norms are important in part because the nation has come to
Table 2:

Connections, Culture, and Labor: The United States as a Symbol of Globalization

after the United States responded militarily, he states, the sympathy vanished.
These arguments are at best incomplete. The United States has enjoyed hegemonic status in the world since the
illustrated these variations in the global media. Descriptions of world opinion began positively right after the

general evaluation of the United States globally.

• How do you feel about the world becoming more connected through greater economic trade and faster
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Table 3:
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This study follows this method by replicating the previous analyses, using each of the individual countries in the

Table 4:

and feelings toward America and the content of its culture. The second dynamic involves American military
effects from attitudes toward American military power in evaluations of the country. The strongest correlation is
highest effect is from reactions to entertainment imported from other nations generally. These common effects,

Creating a Model of World Opinion Toward the United States

this paper initially examined the percentages of positive evaluations of the United States in different nations, and
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evaluate their feelings toward the United States according to this metric.
The predictive power of these measures is shown below in the results of a stepwise regression analysis that uses
Time Magazine
The ANNALS of the American Academy of Political and Social
Science

Global Rage after the Cold War
Georgetown Journal of International
Affairs.
Friendly Fire: Losing Friends and Making Enemies in the Anti-American Century
The Los Angeles Times

Conclusion: Globalization, American Values, and Public Diplomacy
election improved ratings of the United States, both due to changes in policy and attitude, as well as the new

The detailed data analysis indicates that attitudes toward American customs, values, business practices, and culture
are critical factors in determining how other nations regard the United States in the longer term. These factors are

the United States well to disengage these two concepts in rhetoric and policy.
are acceptable, its potential for public diplomacy is enhanced. This analysis indicates that these factors matter due
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